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Robin Hood was an outlaw in English 

folklore. Some legends say that he was 

really Robin of Locksley, an earl who 

became a fugitive after the evil Sheriff of 

Nottingham stole his house and land whilst 

he was away fighting the crusades with 

King Richard. 

He was an expert archer and swordsman 

who lived in Sherwood Forest with an 

equally skilled band of ‘merry men’ who 

robbed from the rich to give to the poor. 

To his arch-enemy, the Sheriff of 

Nottingham, Robin was a villain and a 

wanted man. To the poor of Sherwood 

Forest, however, he was a hero.  

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for 

Robin – who was he in your legend? 



Lady Marian was the daughter of a Sir 

Richard Fitzwalter of Leaford. She fled to 

the greenwood to escape marriage to Sir 

Guy of Gisbourne and fell in love with 

Robin.  Marian was kind, gentle and loyal to 

Robin and his band, becoming as important 

as they were. Marian is described as 

anything from raven-haired to red-haired. 

She was, however, always beautiful, and 

always as skilled with weapons as any of the 

men. 

Marian played a pivotal role in many 

adventures of Robin Hood, when she needed 

to be rescued from one castle or another to 

save her from an undesirable marriage to a 

mean and powerful nobleman. 

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for 

Marian – who was she in your legend? 



Little John was an outlaw who thought he 

owned a small bridge across a ford where he 

made people pay a toll to cross safely. One day, 

Robin Hood wished to cross the bridge, but 

refused to pay and challenged Little John 

instead to a duel with quarterstaffs.  

After some time, Little John eventually 

succeeded in throwing Robin into the water and 

Robin was forced to admit he had the greater 

expertise. Robin invited John to join the Merry 

Men.  

Little John was a very tall, very strong man 

who never used a sword and rarely a bow, 

preferring his quarterstaff, which he was skilled 

at using. He was one of Robin’s most loyal men 

and appeared in many adventures with him. 

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for Little 

John – who was he in your legend? 



Friar Tuck was a Friar who had been expelled 

from the local abbey for challenging the corrupt 

Abbott. He first met Robin in Sherwood Forest 

when Robin forced him to carry him across a 

stream, then Friar Tuck forced Robin to carry 

him back – a hard job, as the Friar was a rotund, 

heavy man, fond of food and wine.  

Robin did so, then challenged Tuck to a duel 

with quarterstaffs.  This went on for some time 

and there was no clear winner, but Robin was so 

impressed with the Friar that he asked him to 

join the band to tend to their religious needs. 

Friar Tuck often had the job to get into the 

town or castle unseen because people naturally 

trusted the portly Friar with a smiling face.  

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for Friar 

Tuck – who was he in your legend? 



Much was a poor miller who was tortured and 

then murdered by the Normans. His son, also 

called Much, was not too bright but was forced 

to live by his wits after his father died and the 

mill was burned to the ground, leaving Much 

with nothing. 

He was so hungry he shot and killed a hind 

belonging to the King. This was a serious 

offence, punishable by torture and death. 

The King’s men were just about to gouge out 

poor Much’s eyes when Robin Hood and his men 

stepped in and rescued him right from under 

their noses. 

He became the youngest and the most loyal 

of Robin’s men and Robin swore to protect him 

forever. 

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for Much, 

the miller’s son – who was he in your legend? 


